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What is Tết?



What is Tết?

ẤTTỴ Tết Nguyên Đán, or "Festival of the First Day of the Year," is 
Vietnam's most important celebration, symbolizing family 
reunions, setting aside past troubles, and hoping for a better 
year ahead.

The 2025 Tết in Vietnam is The 2025 Tết in Vietnam is “Ất Tỵ” and is from Tuesday, 28 Jan 
to Fri, 31 Jan; covering Tết Lunar New Year’s Eve (28 Jan), The 
First (29 Jan, Second (30 Jan), and Third (31 Jan) of Tết Nguyên 
Đán. Vietnamese traditionally celebrate Tết from the 15th day 
of the 12th lunar month to the 15th day of the 1st lunar month. 
And, even today, business slows down two weeks before and 
two weeks after Tết.

According to the Vietnam zodiac, Vietnamese New Year 
2025 is the year of the Wood Snake. The sign of the 
Snake represents wisdom, adaptability, and 
transformation, oŎering opportunities for growth and 
change. Those born under this sign are

Famous people born in the Year Of The Snake 
(1905, 1917, 1929, 1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001, 2013):
• Indira Gandhi
• John F. Kennedy
• Audrey Hepburn
• Taylor Swift 

Muhammad Ali
• Anne Frank
• Bob Dylan
• J.K. Rowling

intelligent

sharp-minded

intuitive
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Establishment openings: We have printed out information from 
establishments that provided us with their opening schedules. 
This listing is not comprehensive.
The information shared is correct at the time of printing. Thanks 
to several communities for their help in collating the information.  
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so 
please do not hesitate to suggest places to add to the list by 
emailing us at Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject “Tet 
Survival Guide Listing”.
Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before the 
Lunar New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the 
Santa Fe Tet Survival Guide.

As we prepare in Vietnam for Tết (Lunar New Year), 
we would like to share our insights about this 
holiday so that you, your family and friends can 
fully enjoy this special time of the year. We hope 
this will help with the understanding of the history 
and traditions of Tết; what to be mindful of, how to 
say a few Tết phrases in Vietnamese, where Tết 
festivities are taking place and what 
establishments will be open during the holiday. 

Please Enjoy! And Chúc Mừng Năm Mới!

5



6

Preparations for Tết

Homes are cleaned 10 days before 
Tết to sweep away bad luck and 
welcome prosperity.

• New clothes are bought as a 
symbol of good fortune.
Streets and markets bustle as 
people stock up on supplies, as 
many shops close during Tết.

• Suggest stocking up on supplies 
to last at least 1-2 days.
Many businesses catering to 
foreigners now limit closures 
during Tết.

The last day of the old year (28 Jan) 
and the Őrst 3 days of the New Year 
(29 – 31 Jan) are the most important 
days of the celebration. On New 
Year’s Eve, families gather for dinner, 
with all the members present. The 
Giao Thừa at midnight, is the most 
sacred time with the passage from 
the old to the New Year. Individuals 
oŎer personal prayers to honor and 
thank the God of Heaven and the 
God of Earth for their blessings. 

• The Őrst day of Tết is reserved for the The Őrst day of Tết is reserved for the 
immediate family. Children are given 
red envelopes containing money 
from their elders referred to as Lì Xì.  
Usually, children wear new clothes 
and give their elders the traditional 
Tết greetings, before receiving the 
money. During subsequent days, 
people will visit relatives and friends.

During Tết



Preparations for Tết

Popular traditional foods sved during Tết
Bánh Chưng & Bánh Tét
tightly packed sticky rice with meat or bean 
Őllings wrapped in Dong (Bánh Chưng in the 
north) or banana leaves (Bánh Tét in the south). 
Considered an indispensable dish of Tet, Bánh 
Chưng or Bánh Tét is placed on the family altars 
to honor the ancestors and pray for their support 
in the new year. 

Thịt Kho Tàu

"Meat Stewed in Coconut Juice", a 
traditional dish of pork belly and 
medium boiled eggs stewed 
overnight in a broth-like sauce, 
often eaten with pickled bean 
sprouts and chives and white rice.

Hạt Dưa
roasted 

watermelon 
seeds

Dưa Hành
pickled onion 
and cabbage

Củ Kiệu
pickled small 

leeks

Mứt
dried candied 

fruits 
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Preparations for Tết

Mâm Ngũ Quả – The Five-Fruit Tray
A traditional Tết altar display symbolizing the Őve elements (metal, wood, 
water, Őre, earth), prosperity, and good crops.

• Northern fruits: Kumquats, bananas, oranges, Buddha hands.
• Southern fruits: Custard apples, coconuts, papayas, mangoes, goolar Őg. 

In the South, “Cầu, Dừa, Đủ, Xoài, Sung” translates to a prayer for "having 
enough to use" in the New Year.

In the Vietnamese language, to celebrate Tết is to “ăn Tết”, literally meaning 
"eat Tết", showing the importance of food in the celebration. Some of the dishes 
can be enjoyed all year round, while other dishes are only served during Tết. 

Like the pine tree for Christmas 
holiday in the West, Vietnamese also 
use many kinds of flowers and plants 
to decorate their homes for the 
holiday. Traditional plants include:
• Hoa Đào (Peach Blossom)
• Hoa Mai (Ochna Integerrima) 

Cây Quất (Kumquat Tree)
These plants represent coziness and 
prosperity.  Other flowers may be 
displayed too.

Flows for Tết
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Tết-etiquette

Share your Lì Xì

Bonus Time

Given by elders and superiors to children, 
subordinates, and friends' children as a 
symbol of luck.
Presented in red envelopes, often with new 
banknotes, during the Őrst days of Tết.
Suggested amounts:
• Full-time staŎ: VND 200,000–500,000

Other staŎ (e.g., trash collectors, 
security): VND 50,000–200,000.

• Children: VND 20,000–100,000.

If you have household helpers, drivers, gardeners, or other staŎ, it is 
customary to pay their salaries along with Lì Xì and/or a bonus before Tết. 
The bonus amount typically depends on how long they have been working for 
you and your satisfaction with their services. For employees who have 
worked for you for more than one year, the bonus generally starts at one 
month’s salary and can go up to two or three months at your discretion. For 
those who have worked under a year, the bonus may be prorated based on 
their tenure.

• Before Tết begins, give your staŎ their salary and bonus in a red envelope, 
accompanied by wishes for a happy Tết with their families. If a staŎ bonus 
has already been paid at the end of the calendar or Őscal year, a smaller 
amount can be given as Lì Xì for good luck during Tết.
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New to Vietnam? Or for a reminder

Cmon Wishes for Tết

Dos and Plse Don’ts and a Few Words of Caution

Chúc Mừng Năm Mới (Chook 
moong numb moi) - Happy New 
Year 

• Sống lâu trăm tuổi (Sowng l-ow 
chrum th-ui) - Live to be 100 
years old - used by children for 
elders. 
An khang thịnh vượng (Ang 
khang tinh vuong) - Security, 
good health, and prosperity 

• Vạn sự như ý (Vant su nhu ee) - 
May a myriad of things go 
according to your will

Sức khoẻ dồi dào (Suok kewa yoi 
yao) - Plenty of health

• Cung hỉ phát tài (Khung he fak 
th-ai) - (from the Cantonese, Gung 
hay fat choy) Congratulations and 
be prosperous
Tiền vô như nước (Th-ien voh nhu 
nhuk) - May money flow in like water 
- used informally

• Nhiều may mắn (nhew maye manh) 
- Good luck

DO:
• Learn Vietnamese greetings to wish 

others a Happy New Year.
• Give out Lì Xì to children for good 

luck.
Be mindful of belongings and secure 
doors and windows when going out.

• Keep wallets, phones, and keys 
safe, especially in crowds.

DON’T:
• Don’t visit anyone’s home on the 

Őrst day of Tết unless invited. Many 
families follow traditions for 
auspicious visitors.
Don’t refuse gifts or wishes during 
Tết.

• Don’t ask personal questions like 
marriage or baby plans; it’s now 
considered impolite.
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Hoa Mai & Hoa Đào
Live, blooming flowers symbolize the rebirth 
of spring, while fruit blossoms represent the 
start of a new crop cycle. Both are popular 
purchases during Tết.
In southern Vietnam, In southern Vietnam, Hoa Mai with its vibrant 
yellow blooms is highly favored.  In the 
North, Hoa Đào thrives, as it grows well in 
dry and cold weather.

Red Items
Red symbolizes good luck, 
prosperity, joyfulness and 
contentment. Whichever 
gifts you plan to give, place 
a priority on the red and 
yellow (gold) and avoid 
dark colors.

Kumquat Tree
Symbolizes the 

many generations of 
a household.  

Wine and 
Gift Baskets

Believed to hold the 
essence of heaven 

and earth. 

Greeting Cards
Like Western culture, 

greeting cards are 
also given for this 

holiday. 

Greeting Cards
Like Western culture, 

greeting cards are 
also given for this 

holiday. 

Tết Gift Giving What to give for Tết?
Giving gifts in Vietnam during the Tết holiday should focus on the Vietnamese 
symbols of good luck. Here are among the most popular gifts given:
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Tết Gift GivingWhat NOT to give for Tết?

Tết is an exciting time for gift giving and family gatherings. However, if you 
are a foreigner in Vietnam, you are not obliged to participate and need only 
do what you prefer. Some may want to enjoy the quiet streets around this 
time and keep an eye on what shops and restaurants are open. For options 
and information on what to do in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi, read more in 
our Calendar of Events & Activities and our Opening Time Guide.

Several gifts are considered taboo, including watches, clocks (associated 
with death); knives, scissors, forks (cutting good luck), anything black (ink, 
coŎee), anything related to Őre (lighter) and handkerchiefs (as it 
symbolizes tears and sweat in the New Year).



Events & Activities in
Ha Noi,

Ho Chi Minh City,
Nha Trang,
Da Nang,
& Hoi An



Events & Activities in Ha NoiActivities
Tết Flow Markets (08 - 28 Jan)

 Many spots for Lunar New Year 2025
Flower markets are in Hang Luoc, Hang Ruoi, Hang Khoai, 
Hang Ma, Phung Hung, Thong Nhat Park, Tuoi Tre Park, 
Quang Ba, Quang An, Buoi Street, Nghi Tam, Yen Phu, Au 
Co, Lac Long Quan, Nguyen Hoang Ton, Hoang Quoc Viet, 
Bac Tu Liem, Vo Chi Cong, Xuan La.

Spring Festival (15 - 21 Jan)
 The Vietnam Art and Culture Exhibition Center 
(No. 5 Hoa Lu, Hanoi)
“Spring Festival - 2025” highlights the traditional Tết culture 
of 54 Vietnamese ethnic groups with flowers, ornamental 
products, regional specialties, OCOP items, and agricultural 
exhibits, along with art performances and cultural 
exchanges.

Hoa Lo Prison Relic (8 AM - 5PM evyday)
This prison was built since 19th century. In 1993, in order to 
meet the economic development of Ha Noi, the Vietnamese 
government retained a part of Hoa Lo to transform into a 
historical relic. This is also a “Red Address” for educating 
people of all strata, especially young generations, on the 
patriotic and revolutionary traditions of those who 
sacriŐced for the sake of the nation’s independence and 
freedomfreedom

Van Mi-Quoc Tu Giam (8 AM - 5 PM evyday) Closed on 
28 Jan (all day) & 
30 Jan (AM)

Tourists and locals in Hanoi can enjoy a night tour of 
the Temple of Literature featuring dazzling lights, 
traditional music, and Vietnamese educational 
history. Open Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays 
from 19:20 to 22:30, with 3D mapping shows at 20:00, 
21:00, and 22:00. Check the schedule at 
https://vanmieunighttour.com before visiting.
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Events & Activities in Ha Noi

Pformance

The Impial Citadel of Thang Long (8 AM - 5 PM evyday)
 Closed on 28, 29, 30, 31 Jan
This was inscribed on the World Heritage list by UNESCO’s 
World Heritage Committee in 2010. Its outstanding 
Universal Values are reflected in its historical longevity, 
its continuous role as a seat of power, and its multiple 
cultural layers.

The Huong Pagoda (29 Jan - 29 April)
 The Vietnam Art and Culture Exhibition Center 
(No. 5 Hoa Lu, Hanoi)
A big festival considered as a feature of Northern culture.

The Cultural Exange Ct of Hanoi Old Quart
50 Dao Duy Tu, Hoan Kiem

Arts and Culture Ct
22 Hang Buom, Hang Buom Ward

Hanoi Studio Gally
23-25 Mac Dinh Chi, Ba Dinh District

Vietnam Musm of Ethnology
Nguyen Van Huyen Street, Cau Giay District

Vietnam National Village forEthnic Culture and Tourism
Dong Mo, Son Tay Town

National Arives Ctre N1
5 Vu Pham Ham Street, Yen Hoa Ward, 
Cau Giay District
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Events & Activities in Ha NoiEnttainmt
Cinas 

Will remain open. Check their web pages for viewing times:
• Lotte Cinema - www.lottecinemavn.com
• Galaxy Cine - www.galaxycine.vn
• CGV - www.cgv.vn/en
• BHD Star - http://bhdstar.vn/en

Kit God Broadst
08:00 pm, 28 January 2025

Lunar New Yr’s Eve Firework (28 Jan at midnight)
Hanoi Fireworks for New Year’s Eve: Fireworks will be 
deployed in 30 districts, towns, and cities.

High-altitude Őreworks with low-range and Őre magic:
• Hoan Kiem District: New Hanoi Newspaper Head Oŏce & 

Hanoi Post Oŏce.
• Tay Ho District: Lac Long Quan Flower Garden (near District 

People's Committee)
Nam Tu Liem District: F1 Racetrack Campus, Phu Do Ward.

High-altitude and low-range Őreworks:
• Hai Ba Trung District: Monument Island, Thong Nhat Park.
• Ha Dong District: Ho Van Quan, Van Quan Ward.
• Son Tay Town: Son Tay Ancient Citadel.
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Events & Activities in Ha Noi

NEW YEAR CALENDAR EVENT HA NOI
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HA NOI Listing



HA NOI Listing
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HA NOI Listing



HA NOI Listing
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HA NOI Listing
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HA NOI Listing

Establishment openings: We have printed out information from establishments that provided us with their opening schedules. This listing is not 
comprehensive.
The information shared is correct at the time of printing. Thanks to several communities for their help in collating the information.  
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please do not hesitate to suggest places to add to the list by emailing us at 
Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject “Tet Survival Guide Listing”.
Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before the Lunar New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa Fe Tet 
Survival Guide.



Events & Activities in HCMC

Youth Cultural House (13 Jan - 02 F)
4 Pham Ngoc Thach, District 1

Popular with locals especially on holidays:
• Vietnamese Calligraphy.
• Flower decoration on street with over 100 yellow 

flowers of the Hoa Mai (ochna integerrima).
• Traditional Vietnamese food.

Lion dance, drum performances, traditional music 
shows and more.

Vinhes Grand Park Tet Market (18 - 26 Jan)
Vinhomes Grand Park, Thu Duc city
Tet festival, flower street and light decorations and music 
performance every night.

Cresct Flow Street (23 Jan - 01 F)
Crescent Mall, District 7

Traditional country Vietnamese food and flower 
market and Vietnamese traditional music performance 
every night. 

• The Flower market in Crescent Mall will be from 22 Jan 
to 12 PM 28 Jan.

Tao Dan Flow Festival(6.30 PM 24 Jan - 5.30 PM 02 F)
Tao Dan Park 
(55C Nguyen Thi Minh Khai Street, District 3)
Include flower/ bonsai/ Ősh exhibition area, traditional 
festival area (games, calligraphy), souvenir area with music 
and traditional martial arts performance. 

Book Street Festival (5 PM 27 Jan - 02 F)
Le Loi street to Quach Thi Trang roundabout, District 1
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Events & Activities in HCMC

Tết Flow Markets(22 - 12 PM 28 Jan) 
Located in more than 174 places
Major ones: 
• 23/9 Park (District 1)
• Gia Dinh Park (Binh Thanh District)
• Le Van Tam Park (District 3)

Ben Binh Dong Flower Market (District 8, 14–28 
Jan) features Mekong Delta flowers sold from 
boats, with traditional music, lion dances, and 
river decorations (24–27 Jan)

Annual Flow Street(7 PM 27 Jan - 9 PM 02 F)
Nguyen Hue Street
This year's theme is 'Prosperous and Happy Country,' 
highlighting the beauty of the nation, the Vietnamese 
people, and the vibrant, colorful life of the city.

Amust Parks
All locations will have many special performances.

Dam Sen Park – corner of Hoa Binh Street and Lac Long 
Quan Street, Dist. 11; 

• Dai Nam Park - Thu Dau Mot Town in Binh Duong 
Province; 

• Suoi Tien Park – Ha Noi Highway in Dist. 9.  

Cinemas will remain open. 
Check web pages for viewing times:
• Lotte Cinema - www.lottecinemavn.com
• Galaxy Cine - www.galaxycine.vn
• CGV - www.cgv.vn/en
• BHD Star - http://bhdstar.vn/en

Cinas

25



Events & Activities in HCMC

Lunar New Yr’s Eve Fireworks(28 Jan at midnight)
At 15 diŎerent locations

High altitude Őreworks
• Thu Thiem Tunnel (Thu Duc side) 
• Ben Noc Memorial (Thu Duc city) 

Low altitude Őreworks
• 500m from Rach Chiec bridge (Thu Duc)
• Thao Dien (District 2)

Administrative center square (District 7)
• Binh Dien Market (District 8)
• Dam Sen Park (District 11)
• Tay Bac Industrial Park (Cu Chi)
• Rung Sac (Can Gio)
• Mau Than Memorial (Binh Chanh)
• Rach Dia bridge (Nha Be)

38ha Park (Tan Son Nhat, District 12)
• Hoa Binh Square (Go Vap)
• Nga Ba Giong Memorial (Hoc Mon)
• Ben Noc Memorial (Thu Duc)

High altitude Őreworks
• Thu Thiem Tunnel (Thu Duc side) 
• Ben Noc Memorial (Thu Duc city) 

Low altitude Őreworks
• 500m from Rach Chiec bridge (Thu Duc)
• Thao Dien (District 2)
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Events & Activities in HCMC

NEW YEAR CALENDAR EVENT HO CHI MINH CITY
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HO CHI MINH CITY Listing



HO CHI MINH CITY Listing
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HO CHI MINH CITY Listing
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HO CHI MINH CITY Listing
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HO CHI MINH CITY Listing



HO CHI MINH CITY Listing
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HO CHI MINH CITY Listing



HO CHI MINH CITY Listing
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HO CHI MINH CITY Listing
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HO CHI MINH CITY Listing



38

HO CHI MINH CITY Listing



HO CHI MINH CITY Listing
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HO CHI MINH CITY Listing

Establishment openings: We have printed out information from establishments that provided us with their opening schedules. This listing is not 
comprehensive.
The information shared is correct at the time of printing. Thanks to several communities for their help in collating the information.  
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please do not hesitate to suggest places to add to the list by emailing us at 
Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject “Tet Survival Guide Listing”.
Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before the Lunar New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa Fe Tet 
Survival Guide.
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NHA TRANG Listing



NHA TRANG Listing
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NHA TRANG Listing

Establishment openings: We have printed out information from establishments that provided us with their opening schedules. This listing is not 
comprehensive.
The information shared is correct at the time of printing. Thanks to several communities for their help in collating the information.  
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please do not hesitate to suggest places to add to the list by emailing us at 
Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject “Tet Survival Guide Listing”.
Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before the Lunar New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa Fe Tet 
Survival Guide.



DA NANG Listing
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DA NANG Listing

Establishment openings: We have printed out information from establishments that provided us with their opening schedules. This listing is not comprehensive.
The information shared is correct at the time of printing. Thanks to several communities for their help in collating the information.  
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please do not hesitate to suggest places to add to the list by emailing us at 
Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject “Tet Survival Guide Listing”.
Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before the Lunar New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa Fe Tet Survival Guide.
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HOI AN Listing



HOI AN Listing

Establishment openings: We have printed out information from establishments that provided us with their opening schedules. This listing is not 
comprehensive.
The information shared is correct at the time of printing. Thanks to several communities for their help in collating the information.  
Note: We collate this guide every year for the community, so please do not hesitate to suggest places to add to the list by emailing us at 
Vietnam@SantaFeRelo.Com, Subject “Tet Survival Guide Listing”.
Establishments are encouraged to contact us 1 month before the Lunar New Year so that we can arrange for them to be part of the Santa Fe Tet 
Survival Guide.
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Contact Hương Trà at:

The Santa Fe team would like to extend our heartfelt appreciation to 
Vũ Hương Trà for her valuable contribution to the design of this Tết 
Survival Guide 2025.

As a Public Relations major at Van Lang University with experience As a Public Relations major at Van Lang University with experience 
crafting media and digital marketing products, Trà played an integral 
role in bringing this brochure to life. Her expertise, creativity, and 
dedication have been invaluable in ensuring this project reflects the 
spirit of Tết and resonates with our community.

Thank you, Trà, for your hard work and commitment. Your eŎorts have 
made a meaningful impact, and we are truly grateful for your support.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Santa Fe Relocation are proud 
supporters of international 
schools' events as well as several 
community events, orphanages, 
remote villages etc.
Reach out to us if you would like to Reach out to us if you would like to 
learn more on how we can support 
your community and events.

Santa Fe in the Community



Human and Digital. 
Consistent and Compliant. 

Global and Local.

Santa Fe Relocation is a global 
mobility company, specializing in 
managing and delivering 
high-quality relocation services 
across the globe. We are your 
trusted partner for a stress-free and 
seamless move.

Our services span the entire Our services span the entire 
relocation journey, from moving, 
immigration, destination services, 
compensation and expense 
management, to full assignment 
management solutions. 

Our teams deliver to a consistently Our teams deliver to a consistently 
high standard globally through our 
own operations in selected countries 
and through our network of 
approved partners worldwide. Santa 
Fe delivers a fully integrated and 
seamless relocation experience.

Why choose Santa Fe?
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Santa Fe delivers a fully integrated and seamless relocation experience.

We are Santa Fe. We make it easy.

Experience Eŏciency Energy
With 60 years of 
experience, and a global 
network spanning 38 
countries and 60 
languages, we’re your 
bridge across borders, 
making sure that you 
have an all access 
experience of the world.

Our dedication to 
managing the entire 
process allows us to 
deliver a simpliŐed, 
smooth and timely 

service for our clients.

For Santa Fe Relocation, 
movement means growth.
 
Armed with drive and Armed with drive and 
innovation, we never stay 
still, always improving our 
service to do better and 
go further.

Moving
Santa Fe Moving oŎers professional domestic and international moving services of 
unrivalled quality, all expertly designed to provide a seamless relocation journey. We 
cater for all types of moves from home removals and expert diplomatic moves to 
business relocation and move management services. We’ve designed a flexible range 
of solutions to meet the needs of your organisation and relocating employees.

Immigration
Santa Fe Immigration oŎers a global capability to manage your immigration 
programme in an intelligent, cost-eŎective way, backed up by local insights and legal 
expertise to help ensure you are heading in the right direction. We have one of the 
largest and most experienced corporate immigration legal practices in the global 
mobility industry. Discover the best in immigration solutions from visas, residence and 
work permit applications worldwide to immigration consulting and business travel 
management solutions.

Destination Services
Santa Fe Destination Services supports employees and their families as they begin 
their lives in a new location. Our award-winning services are tailored to you and your 
employees’ needs. We oŎer a full set of local support solutions, from departure 
services to home Őnding, school search, language and cultural training and more. 
These are designed to ensure a smooth transition and help your assignees settle in.

Why choose Santa Fe?



CONTACT US

At Santa Fe Relocation, we are 1,300 people speaking 66 languages 
working in 38 countries with 64 oŏces thriving as one team. Find your 
local oŏce on our website www.santaferelo.com and speak to our 
consultants about your relocation need.

Stephanie Ralainarivo 
0908096222

Country Director

HO
CHI

MINH 

HA 
NOI
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